[bookmark: _Hlk8209378][bookmark: _SG_a293fbe78082446bb6a7ca646acbded3] A Month of Fandom – Article #1
By Emily Williams and Victoria Stephens
May is the ultimate fandom month with pop-culture celebrations from comic book day to comic cons and Star Wars Day sparking child-like excitement in library customers everywhere.
The Downtown Library will host their annual Geek Con event including cosplay, escape rooms, crafts, guest appearances and more. The Community Libraries and Northwest Library will celebrate May the 4th with Star Wars themed fun. If your library has a fun fan-favorite program coming up in May, be sure to contact the marketing department with photos we can share on the Library’s social media pages. 
If you have customers looking to celebrate the month’s festivities by checking out some new comics, tell them about the comics available from their mobile device, through OverDrive and Hoopla. Check out our recent comic releases article in this month’s issue of ShelfLife to see some of the newer titles available on Hoopla. Keep in mind that not all titles are suitable for children.
“What’s the lure of comics?” some may ask. “Aren’t they just super hero stories?” No, comics include a wide variety of genres such as mystery, romance, fantasy, true crime, literary fiction and more. Some may be picture books and others adult nonfiction. There is a lot of variety to comic books.
Comics can be a great way to reach apprehensive or beginning readers because the art provides visual appeal and helps readers make an emotional connection with the characters in the story. 
While super heroes may have generated comic book popularity, comic book fandom is a diverse community with readers of every genre and readers of every age. Encourage readers who are in a reading rut or beginning readers to give comics a try. They may just become lifelong comic book readers. 
Reading Comic Book Panels
Reading panels is a skill that takes time and practice. It’s also a great exercise for your brain! Consider some of the below facts about comic book panels as you explore you next comic book read.
The “Gutter”
The blank space between panels that is unique to comics is called the “gutter” and it invites readers to use their imagination in a distinctive way. 
Filling the Gap
To make logical sense of the next panel, readers’ minds have to fill in the gap to make the story seamless. 
Traditional vs. Artsy Panel Usage
Following story flow can get complicated, especially when comic book artists break out of the traditional 9-panels-per-page format and artistically use their space. This unity of art and words is what makes comics a truly special reading experience.


Grad Resources/Adulting – Article #2
Graduation season is here, and many grads will be looking to kickstart their career goals. Some valuable eResources to share with recent grads include Career Cruising and Cypress Resume.
Career Cruising is a helpful resource for graduates who are still unsure of the career path they would like to take. Users can answer questions about their likes and dislikes to find out about careers that match their interests, explore their learning style to improve study habits, browse and learn about careers they may be interested in, explore jobs and learning opportunities, create a resume and more.
The “matchmaker & my skills” test is a fun feature to get users started thinking about careers that may interest them. The initial test asks 39 questions, then once users look through their results, they can answer further questions to narrow down results. Users can also enter their level of education and specific skill set to get a score on each career match, telling them whether it is a good match based on their skill and education level.
Once the user selects a job that interests them, they can add it to their plan and begin searching for jobs in that career field by typing in their zip code. Career Cruising uses Indeed to pull job listings in their area. They can also learn more about each career including the average pay, related careers, suggested education, working conditions and more.
Anything saved to the user’s “plan” can be used to fill out their resume later. Users can also print their plan including the jobs that they liked, the jobs that were suggested for them and more. By selecting the drop-down menu under their name, they can complete more information such as education, activities and experiences, careers, goals and more.
Cypress Resume is another helpful resource for anyone searching for a job. While it is not as robust as Career Cruising, it is a helpful resource for users who already know what career they would like to pursue and are simply looking for some resume help.
Cypress Resume allows users to easily create resumes, cover letters and reference sheets. It includes professional job statements and keywords users can include to make them stand out from other candidates. The resume builder also allows users to download the final document as a PDF or a Word document, so they can make edits as they see fit.
After filling in their personal information and selecting statements that apply to their chosen career path, Cypress formats the resume, cover letter or reference list. This is a great feature for users who are unfamiliar with how standard hiring documents should be formatted. 


Recent Popular Comic Releases – Article #3
The Avant-Guards
[image: ]The Avant-Guards is a 12-issue series about an all-female art school that promotes arts over sports. However, the protagonist, a star basketball player at her former school,  decides to start the first-ever basketball league for arts colleges.
Check it out… (https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12298211)
Buffy the Vampire Slayer
A contemporary take on a classic story of slayers, vamps, witches and watchers. Buffy Summers simply wants friends at her new school, good grades and to defeat the forces of evil.
Check it out… (https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12298213)
Persephone
Persephone is the adopted daughter of the famous musician Demeter but struggles to find her place. She goes on an epic adventure to discover how her past shapes her identity.
Check it out… (https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12189646)
The Dreaming
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]The place where stories are born. The story focuses primarily on Lucien and Matthew but introduces another mysterious creature. Dora is a creature living in the Dreaming who can travel between realms. 
Check it out… (https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12217637)
Captain Marvel
A chance encounter with a Kree hero gives Carol Danvers super powers. She is now on a mission to return an alien girl to her home world.
Check it out…( https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12205502)
Coming up…
May
· May 16 – Commission Meeting at Bethany Library
· [bookmark: _SG_50ceb96c98f849fa851f8c5df42cdb92][bookmark: _SG_ce6b34182d2648d1a7e35f8fed54dec3]May 23 – Staff Association Meeting at Jones Library
· May 26 and 27 – Library Closed for Memorial Day
June
· [bookmark: _SG_141055ccc40d4ba69792b5b3aedcffa5]June 20 – Commission Meeting at The Ronal J. Norick Downtown Library
· [bookmark: _SG_dd234f62bf20497a9778cbdff4878b9b]June 27 – Staff Association Meeting at Bethany Library

Congratulations!
	Effective Date
	Name
	Old Dept
	New Dept
	Old Position
	New Position

	05/06/2019
	Christina Keeling
	SO
	SO
	Access Specialist I PT
	Access Specialist II FT



Goodbye

	Term Date
	Name
	Dept
	Position

	05/24/2019
	Caitlin Briggs
	ED
	Access Specialist I

	05/31/2019
	Chris Bauer
	WA
	Access Specialist I

	05/23/2019
	Mikel Ibarra
	NW
	Access Specialist I

	05/24/2019
	Kiley Ingram
	ED
	Access Manager III







Retirement
	Retire Date
	Name
	Dept
	Position

	06/14/2019
	Janet Bowen
	BE
	Access Specialist II
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