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Reviews & Recommendations

Some may find this nonfiction book to be depressing or 
may not agree with the premise, but this book raises some 
important points. The author wonders about the jobs of 
the future, the number of them, and who will have them. 
Some suggest that if some jobs are eliminated, as in the 
past, more will be created to help with innovation. Silicon 
Valley entrepreneur Martin Ford doesn’t believe this 
argument. Instead, he thinks as technology continues to 
accelerate and machines begin taking care of themselves, 
fewer people will be necessary. Artificial intelligence is 
already making “good” jobs, such as paralegals, journalists, 
office workers and even computer programmers obsolete, 
causing unemployment and greater income disparity.  Jobs 
such as factory workers, fast food, and retail clerks have 

already experienced loss due to this displacement. The 
author doesn’t claim to have all the answers, but he 
proposes there should be some type of guaranteed income 
to deal with unemployment. Of course, many authors and 
pundits have wrongly predicted the future, but his ideas 
are worth considering. The writing style of this new book 
makes it a bit hard to read (it’s kind of boring in parts), 
but it’s still worth a look.

Rise of the Robots is also available in Playaway audio.

Rise of the Robots: Technology and the Threat of a Jobless Future
by Martin Ford                                                                                                                      reviewed by Ann Meeks

Ann Meeks has been answering reference questions at the Belle Isle 
for what seems like forever.  She is a third generation librarian, 
following in the footsteps of her grandmother and father. 
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ON THE SHELF

Those annoying orange highway cones and barrels 
were simply a signal of the excitement to come for my 2 
year-old on vacation one year. The road construction was 
miraculously fun since my small son loved the big earth 
movers and tractors of all sizes. 

Rinker’s Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site is 
geared for children 1 and up. Face it, kids (not just boys) 
love trucks. Artfully done, Lichenheld’s images contrast 
each truck’s daytime activity and nighttime routine using 
lots of orange and reds, purples and brown. The title page 
introduces readers to the construction site over two-page 
pastel spreads where the sky is dark as the crescent moon 
sleeps gently on steel girders. 

Rhyming stanzas with pictures show and tell about the 

trucks’ daytime jobs then getting ready to rest at night; 
Crane with a teddy bear, Cement Mixer with his blankie, 
and everyone takes a rest stop--- a perfect suggestion for 
little tikes.  The gentle refrain, “Sh… goodnight, Cement 
Mixer (or Dump Truck, or Bulldozer or Excavator), 
goodnight” lulls listeners to dreamland just like a long 
winding road.                                                                                                         

Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site is also available 
in eBook, audio disc and in Spanish. 

Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site 
by Sherri Duskey Rinker and Tom Lichtenheld                                                                reviewed by Kelley Riha

Kelley Riha is Community Outreach Coordinator in the MLS 
Outreach Dept.  She is a long-time performer for children and 
reviews books written for the youngest readers.
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Todd Podzemny is the manager of the Choctaw Library. He has 
nothing but the greatest respect and admiration for the staff of the 
Edmond library, particularly the ones who know where he lives.

Edmond has long boasted its fair share of weirdos, 
misfits and wandering maniacs. But even when you 
ignore the librarians, there are plenty of colorful 
characters to fill the pages of A Little Off the Tracks.

Oklahoma native and UCO grad David A. Farris has 
been sharing odd stories from Oklahoma history for 20 
years, since the publication of the original Mysterious 
Oklahoma books. He has a real knack for picking out 
the most interesting stories from history and telling 
them in a way that is both informative and compellingly 
readable.

In his latest collection of tales, he focuses on Edmond 
and Guthrie, starting from their origins as relatively 
isolated railroad towns. The book includes the exploits 
of more or less competent desperados, including the 
lawyer who became a train robber, failed to rob any 
trains, and then ran for governor before becoming 
a Hollywood legend. Slightly more successful was 
Flora Quick Mundis, a former prostitute who became 

a renowned horse thief, sometimes dressed in men’s 
clothing under her alias “Tom King,” and escaped from 
jail so often that she became something of a folk hero.

In addition to the frontier stories are more 
supernatural offerings, including ghost stories (caused 
by Edmond’s former inability to pick a cemetery and 
stick to it,) UFO sightings, and even a few pint-sized 
sasquatches. One of the more compelling entries 
involves a New Age cult and a murder that very nearly 
went unsolved.

Well-researched and well-written, A Little Off the 
Tracks is an excellent bit of local history. And if you’re 
looking for more, it’s likely that Farris has shared a story 
about your neighborhood in one of his other books, 
available at your favorite library.

Edmond & Guthrie: A Little Off the Tracks
by David A. Farris                                                                                                        reviewed by Todd Podzemny
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Children Reading to Dogs 
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Have Fun With Art. . .

Fall 2015

After School
@ Your Library


