
SAFETY AUDIT CHECKLIST

Location: 

Fixed Industrial Stairs

Audited by: Date:

Check the box under Y for “yes” or N for “no” to determine if each item is within compliance.

Y N

� � 1. Are fixed stairs provided for access from
one structure level to another where opera-

tions necessitate regular travel between lev-

els, and for access to operating platforms at

any equipment which requires attention rou-

tinely during operations? 1910.24(b)

� � 2. Are fixed stairs  provided where access to
elevations is daily or at each shift for such

purposes as gauging, inspection, regular

maintenance, etc., where such work may

expose employees to acids, caustics, gases,

or other harmful substances, or for which

purposes the carrying of tools or equipment

by hand is normally required? 1910.24(b)

� � 3. Are spiral stairways not permitted except
for special limited usage and secondary

access situations where it is not practical to

provide a conventional stairway?

1910.24(b)

� � 4. For winding stairways installed on tanks
and similar round structures, is the diameter

of the structure not less than 5 feet?

1910.24(b)

� � 5. Are fixed stairways  designed and con-
structed to carry a load of 5 times the nor-

mal live load anticipated but never of less

strength than to carry safely a moving con-

centrated load of 1,000 pounds? 1910.24(c)

� � 6. Do fixed stairways have a minimum width
of 22 inches? 1910.24(d)

� � 7. Are fixed stairs installed at angles to the
horizontal of between 30 degrees and 50

degrees? 1910.24(e)

� � 8. Are all treads reasonably slip-resistant and
are the nosings of nonslip finish?

1910.24(e)

� � 9. Is rise height and tread width uniform
throughout any flight of stairs including any

foundation structure used as one or more

treads of the stairs? 1910.24(f)

� � 10. Are stairway platforms no less than the
width of a stairway and a minimum of 30

inches in length measured in the direction

of travel? 1910.24(f)
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Y N

� � 11. Are standard railings provided on the open
sides of all exposed stairways and stair

platforms? 1910.24(h)

� � 12. Are handrails provided on at least one side
of closed stairways preferably on the right

side descending? 1910.24(h)

� � 13. Is the vertical clearance above any stair
tread to an overhead obstruction at least 7

feet measured from the leading edge of the

tread? 1910.24(i)
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