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Policy

The Local History Collection provides public access to records, photographs and other materials that document the history of Oklahoma City, the constituent communities of Oklahoma County and the state of Oklahoma. 
Regulations

1. Local History collection is housed at the Ronald J. Norick Downtown Library.  Materials do not circulate and can be examined in the local history room only.  

2. The Local History collection is made up of materials about the state of Oklahoma.  Materials about Oklahoma City and Oklahoma County are emphasized.  Materials about the southwest or south central United States may be included if relevant to Oklahoma history.

3. The Local History collection will not be a depository for city or county government documents, but may include some of those documents if they are important to the growth, development or history of the jurisdiction.

4. The Local History collection may include materials that are not about Oklahoma but were created by an Oklahoman.  This may include individuals born in the state as well as longtime state residents and others associated with Oklahoma.  These works must be determined by the librarian or selector to have lasting historical or artistic merit relative to the history of the state.

5. Materials in a variety of formats may be added to the collection.  These include, but are not limited to: books, periodicals, photographs, atlases, audiovisuals and electronic formats.

6. Materials will not be excluded from the collection solely on the basis of language.

7. The system will cooperate with the Oklahoma Historical Society to preserve important original materials requiring special environmental conditions.

8. The system reserves the right to enter into cooperative agreements with other organizations or institutions in order to preserve historical materials or to make them more widely available.

9. Purchases for the collection are made from an annual budget allocation approved by the library commission as part of the overall materials budget.  Selections must meet the criteria of the Materials Selection Policy as well as the guidelines of this policy.

10. Gift materials added to the collection must meet the System’s requirements for accepting gifts and the guidelines of this policy.

11. The System reserves the right to dispose of materials that are inappropriate for or no longer useful to the collection. 

12. Duplicate copies of local history materials may be added to the general reference or circulating collections of system libraries based on availability and need.
















