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Ralph Ellison Library Circ Clerk Rena 
Gibson sent us a note about how RE 
staff felt about moving into a tempo-
rary location while renovations are in 
progress.

Recently RE moved locations to the 
old Hollywood Video building on the 
west side of MLK and right next to CVS 
Pharmacy. Warren Anderson, Page at 
RE says about the move, “I like the new 
location; it’s more than I expected.” 
Not only is it more than a lot of staff 
expected, but also the customers are 
pleasantly surprised. 

Joanie Porter, Provisional Manager 
of RE says, “I’m excited about this new 
building. It’s open, clean, and invit-
ing to our customers. We are hoping 
to give our customers a better library 
experience that will make them excited 
about the renovated building.” 

Now that the library has moved to 
its temporary location, customers ask 
staff more questions about the old 

Ralph Ellison Library
—Getting Settled in their New Home

building and the new renovations. The 
plans for the old building are  on display at 
RE. One of the major renovations will be an 
auditorium style meeting room that will be 

able to hold larger 
functions, but will 
also be split for 
smaller functions. 
Kim Ventrella, 
YA Librarian, says, 
“The community 
is overwhelmingly 
behind the move. 
Everyone I’ve 
talked to is excited 
about the new 
location and the 
positive impact it 
will have on the 
community. The 
library has not 
been updated 
since it was first 
built in 1975. The 
renovation has 
been a long time 

coming, and the staff is excited for the new 
layout and to be able to better serve the 
community.”

Joanie, Kim, Rena and Warren, along with 
the rest of the RE staff-- Lawana Morgan, 
Circ Clerk; Reginald Walker, Tech Ass’t.; Ma-
ryl Baird, Page; and Kiara Calip, Page—in-
vite the rest of their MLS family to come 
out and see the new temporary location at 
1918 N.E. 23.

And they thank everyone who has already 
come out for showing such support in this 
time of change. 

“One last thank you to all of you who 
helped with the move,” Rena says. “We 
couldn’t have done it without you!”

l l l l l l         Kim Ventrella 
in School Library 
Journal

Kim Ventrella, the Young Adult 
specialist at RE, is one of the best 
and brightest of new MLS librarians. 
YA reviews appear regularly in our 
monthly magazine info and in the 
Daily Oklahoman, but she has recently 
expanded her publishing venues to 
include School Library Journal.

In a recent article for SLJ, Kim high-
lighted popular teen reads at Ralph 
Ellison Library. The article appears 
online in SLJ’s Extra Helping newslet-
ter in the “What are they reading for 
fun?” section. 

“So what do RE teens love to read?” 
Kim wrote.  “Mainly, they love manga, 
craft and drawing books and urban 
fiction. Popular titles include Rumiko 
Takahashi’s Inuyasha, Christopher 
Hart’s Manga Mania Occult and Hor-
ror and Anne Schraff’s Bluford High 
series.” 

To read the entire article, go to slj.
com, keyword “Ralph Ellison Library.”

Congratulations to Kim for repre-
senting MLS so well and smartly.


