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The Metropolitan
Library System’s new
Development Director,
Heather Zeoli, is new to
Oklahoma, but libraries
have been a constant in

her life
since early
childhood. 

In addi-
tion to her
apprecia-
tion for
libraries,
Zeoli

brings 15 years
fundraising experience
to Metro Library. She
most recently served as
development manager
with the College of
Mathematics and
Science for the
University of Central
Oklahoma. 

In Michigan she
served as the director of
annual giving at Grand
Valley State University.

Zeoli earned a bache-
lor of arts in English
and a master’s of public
pdministration, both
from Grand Valley State
University.  

As a little girl in
Michigan, Zeoli attend-
ed story hour in her
hometown library. It
was the first place she
ever saw a reel to reel
film. She remembers
the puppet theater,
murals on the walls and
great children’s space
where she felt a sense of
belonging.

“We want to commu-
nicate the great things
that we have in our
libraries that people
might not know about.
There is always so
much going on and you
can experience things
that really enrich your
life,” Zeoli said.
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The budgets
presented in the
pie graphs are
based on the pri-
mary objectives of
maintaining cur-
rent class sizes and
meeting the personnel demands
needed to accommodate student
growth in each of the two years.
The 2015-16 budget helps position
the district financially for opening
Heartland Middle School in the fall
of 2016-17 as well as providing the
ability to respond to possible fund-
ing cuts in both 2015-16 and 2016-
17.
— Edmond Public Schools’ Chief
Financial Officer Lori Smith 

REVENUE SOURCES SCHOOL
DISTRICT RECEIVES

“New revenue collections are
projected to increase $2,079,576,
primarily from local and county
sources totaling $4,118,653. State
source revenue is projected to
decrease $2,315,492 while federal
and other sources will increase
$43,887 and $232,528 respectively,”
Smith said.

There was significant funding
shift in revenue in 2001, Smith
said. It was due in part to reduced
state appropriations and in part
because under the state funding
formula, local ad valorem levies
reduce district’s state aid. In 2001,
59.1 percent of the district’s rev-
enue was provided by the state
and 30.3 percent was from local
sources, Smith added.

“In 2014-15 state revenue was
42.1 percent of the district’s total

revenue while local revenue was
44.5 percent. For 2015-16 state
revenue is projected to comprise
39.9 percent of the district’s total
revenue while local revenue is
projected at 46.7 percent,” Smith
said.

Local and county increases are
essentially due to increased prop-
erty taxes. The net valuation of the
taxable property in the district
increased $110.6 million or 6.7
percent to a taxable valuation of
$1.75 billion, Smith said.

“According to the estimated
state aid factor Edmond schools
will be receiving $3,072.60 per stu-
dent,” Smith said.

GENERAL FUND BUDGET PAYS
DISTRICT EXPENDITURES  

Employee wages and benefits
comprise the largest portion of
the expenditure budget. Total
2014-15 payroll cost was $129.1
million or 96.1 percent of the dis-
trict’s total general fund expendi-
tures. Total payroll cost for 2015-
16 is projected to be $132.7 mil-
lion (2.8 percent increase) and the
percentage of payroll-related costs
to total expenditures is projected
at 95.1 percent. Total payroll cost
for 2013-2014 was $129.5 million
(95.1 percent of the district’s total
expenditures), and 2012-13 was
$126.1 million (95.5 percent).
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Edmond School District’s
budget for the 2015-16
school year is up approxi-
mately $6 million from the
2014-15 school year, and
the district is also experi-
encing an increase of 472
new students, the school
district’s chief financial offi-
cer told school board mem-

bers Monday.
Smith went on to com-

pare the 2015-16 budget to
that of the 2014-15 budget.

“The 2015-16 budget
includes $148,371,034 of the
General Fund compared to
the 2014-15 budget of
$142,427,867.

“The Building Fund in
2015-16 includes
$12,808,743 million com-
pared to the 2014-15 budg-

et of $13,293,624.
“Child Nutrition, which

sustains itself, is budgeted
$10,342,189 compared to
the 2014-15 budget of
$10,482,869,” said Lori
Smith, Edmond Public
Schools’ chief financial offi-
cer.

“The 2015 Legislature had
quite a challenge to craft
the state’s 2015-16 budget
around a $611-million

decrease in certified rev-
enue. The end result was an
appropriations decrease
from the prior year of $96.4
million which included
$590 million from one-time
sources such as cash
reserves, agency revolving
funds and the Rainy Day
Fund,” Smith said.

“In a budget year when
49 agencies received appro-
priations cuts and only

eight agencies received
increases, education was
one of 122 agencies whose
funding was held flat.”

Smith told board mem-
bers with increasing enroll-
ment statewide, flat funding
produces a reduction in
per-pupil spending.

“Added to the challenge
of educating more students
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The hearing on Walmart’s appeal of
the Edmond Planning Commission’s
denial of their neighborhood market
site plan has been scheduled for the
5:30 p.m. Jan. 11 City Council meet-
ing, said Steve Murdock, city attor-
ney.

Walmart will now be able to take
the matter to be considered by the
Edmond City Council. The Notice of
Appeal was filed Oct. 20.

Commissioners voted 2-2 against
recommending site plan approval
for a Walmart Neighborhood Market
to be located at the northwest cor-
ner of Coltrane Road and Covell

Road.
Walmart stated in its appeal that

the two commissioners that voted
against the item, Bill Moyer and
Barry Moore, “did so based upon an
incorrect interpretation of a require-
ment for a 125-foot buffer within the
boundaries of the PUD.

City Planner Bob Schiermeyer had
said plans as submitted meet the
requirements for open display zon-
ing but do not meet the criteria
needed for the PUD. Some requests
regarding the PUD made at an earli-
er discussion were agreed to be dis-
cussed during the site plan process,
Schiermeyer said.

jcoburn@edmondsun.com | 341-2121
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Oklahoma has dropped
another level in drilling rig
activity, said Russell Evans,
executive director of the
Steven C. Agee Economic
Research and Policy Institute
at Oklahoma City University.

Evans anticipates seeing
some additional cost contain-
ment measures among oil and
gas firms. But nobody has any
idea what the future price of
oil will be, he said. There is a
lot of uncertainty about plan-
ning budgets for 2016 drilling
operations, Evans said.

Rig activity in the state has
recently fallen from 105-106

rigs down to the low 90s, Evans
said at the recent Edmond
Economic Development
Authority’s 4o’clock 4cast.
However, economic anxiety is
not distributed uniformly
across the state.

The Energy Index shows a
correlation with what happens
statewide with the energy
industry and private sector
payrolls. When oil prices stay
below $45 a barrel, the energy
index model stays pessimistic
into 2016. Models turn opti-
mistic when barrels of oil turn
at $75, Evans noted.

“So there seems to be a
range in there when our mod-

Edmond School District’s budget
reflects student enrollment growth

Edmond Public Schools
work within revenue,

expenditures

Cross country state 

at Santa Fe High School
Deer Creek’s Rachel Sanders, front, the top female Edmond-

area performer at state Saturday coming in at No. 18, and team-
mate Elysia Burgos (1826) run during the Class 6A Cross Country
State Championship race Saturday morning. For complete story,
see page B1.

Walmart hearing
slated for January

Drilling in state
continues to drop
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