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Mascots 
are branding 
devices; they’re 
ways companies 
or institutions 

can reach out to 
children.  But most 
of all, they’re fun.

OU has the Soon-
er Schooner; OSU 

has Pistol Pete.  The 
Metropolitan Library 

System has Spoticus, 
the Library Dalmatian.  

Spotty sat down with 
us recently to discuss 
being a mascot.

“Originally I thought 
about becoming a fire 

—What We Do: Library Mascot
fighter,” Spoticus said.  “It’s traditional in 
my family, but there was something that 
drew me to library work.  I think it was 
the opportunity to work with children.  
Whenever kids see me at an event, 
they run up to me to give me a hug, or 
scratch my tummy, or throw a stick for 
me to fetch.” 

And sometimes, although he’s not 
happy about it, they even pull his tail.

Spotty’s personal appearances have 
increased greatly since his hire in 2003.  
Now he’s a hit at Summer at the Library 
parties, the governor’s SeptemberFest 
get-togethers, and any time he’s called 
upon to represent the library system.

“I just marched in the Ghouls Gone 
Wild Halloween parade. Man, that was 
a tough gig.  Do you know how many 

fire hydrants we passed?  Next day, I was 
drained.  Of energy, I mean.”

What are Spotty’s plans for his future 
with MLS?

“I really like being the face of MLS and 
I want to help with all the advertising I 
can.  The Marketing and Communica-
tions Dept., where I work, recently went 
shopping for me and bought a beautiful 
Louis Vuitton collar.  Very chic, but it’s 
just not me, you know?  I think I’ll give 
it to that Bentin guy in the office.  His 
wardrobe could use an upgrade.”

Here’s a follow-up to last month’s 
story about library employees joining 
in the fun and representing MLS in the 
Oklahoma Gazette’s 2nd Annual 
Halloween parade.

“We had a great time,” said partici-
pant Lisa Wood, Children’s Services 
Coordinator.  “We tricked up library 
carts with tombstones on them, and 
(DN librarian) Kim Edwards was a kind 
of Bookenstein, with a book sticking 
out of the side of her neck like the 
Frankenstein monster’s bolts.”

Thousands of people lined the pa-
rade route and the MLS Merry Prank-
sters ran out of candy to toss to the 
kids after a single block.  Viewers were 
packed close together for the entire 
distance of the parade.
“I tell you who you should have seen,” 
Lisa added.  “(DN Associate Library) 

Library Ghouls 
Gone Wild

Wendy Gabrielson, 
who went to the Belle 
Isle Library’s Horror 
Makeup class taught 
by a makeup artist at 
University of Cen-
tral Oklahoma.  She 
looked great!”

Also shambling 
along like arthritic 
zombies were Emily 
Williams (OUT), John 
Hilbert, (SO) Jerod 
Gerfen (OUT), Angela 
Hill (CH), Teresa Mat-
thews (ED), and Kim Ventrella (RE).  
And Linda Hyams, as Spoticus.

Sounds ghastly—but we mean 
that in a good way.

From left to right: Emily Williams, Teresa Mathews, 
John Hilbert, Angela Hill, Kim Edwards, Kim Ventrella, 
Jerrod Gerfen, and Spoticus (Linda Hyams.) 


